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WIRELINE COMPETITLON BUREAU SEEKS COMMENTS ON PETITION FOR DECLARATORY 
RULING REGARDING SBC/AMER.WECH AND BELL ATLANTIUGTE MERGER REQUIREMENTS 

CC Docket No.Qgl41 
CC Docket No. 98-184 

Comment Deadline: October 4,2004 
Reply Deadline: October 19,2004 

On September 9,2004, thirty-seven competitive local exchange carriers (LECs)' filed a Petition for 
Declaratory Ruling (Merger Order Petition) with respect to the SBC/Arneritech Merger order and the Bell 
AtlantidGTE Merger Order. ' The Merger Order Petition seeks a declaratory order that the incumbent LEC 
affiliates of SBC Communications, Inc. and Verizon Communications, Inc. remain subject to the unbundling 
obligations to which they committed as a condition of approval of their respective mergers? 

This public notice establishes certain procedural requiremeits relating to consideration of the Merger 
Order Petition. This matter shall be treated as a "permit-butdisclose" proceeding in accodance with the 
Commission's exparte rules. See 47 C.F.R $5 1.1200, 1.1206. Persons making oral exparfe presentations are 
reminded that memoranda summarizing the presentations must contain summaries of the substance of the 
presentations and not merely a listing of the subjects discussed. More than a one or two sentence description of 
the views and arguments presented generally is required. See 47 C.F.R 0 1.1206(b). Other rules pertaining to 

'The competitive LEC petitioners are: Access One, Inc.; ACN Communicatbns Services, h.; Alpbeus Communications, 

Big River Telephone Company, LLC; BridgeCom International, Inc.; Braadview Networks, Inc.; BullsEye Telecom, Inc.; 
Capital Telecommunications, Inc.; Cavalier Telephone, LLC; Conversent Communications, LLC; CTC Communications 
Corp.; CTSI, Inc.; DSLnet Communications, LLC; Focal Communications Corp.; Freedom Ring Communications, LLC 
d/b/a BayRing Communications; Gillette Global Network, Inc. d/b/a Eureka Networlcs; Globalcom, Inc.; Integra Telecom, 
Inc.; Intelecom Solutions, Inc.; KMC Tclccom Holdings, Inc.; Lightship Telemm, LLC; Lightwave Communications, LLC; 
Lightyear Network Solutions, LLC; McGraw Communications, Inc.; McLeomTSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.; 
Metropolitan Telecommunications, Inc. &/a MetTel; Mpower Communications Corp.; NlELOS Network, Inc.; Pac-West 
Telecomm, Inc.; RBiB Network Inc.; RCN Telecom Services, Inc.; segTel, Inc.; TDS Metrocom, LLC; US LEC Corp.; and 
Vycera Communications, Inc. W a  Genesis Communications Int'l, Inc. 

'Application of Ameritech Corp., lkaqferor, and SBC Communications, Inc.., lkmfmee, Fw C o w  to Daqfer Control of 
Corporations Holding Commission Licenses and Lines Pursuant to Section 214 mrd310(@ of the Communicatiom Act and 
Parts 5,22,24,25, 63,90,95 and 101 of the Commission's Rules, CC Docket No. 98-141, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 
14 FCC Rcd 14712 (1999) (SBUAmeritech Merger Order); Application of GTE Corpratio?h Dansferor, and Bell Atlantic 
Corporation, Transferee, for Consent to Transfer Control of a Submarine Cable Landing License, CC Docket No. 98-1 84, 
Memorandum Opinion and Order, IS FCC Rcd 14032 (2000) (Bell AtlantidGTE Merger Order). 

'SBUAmeritech Merger Order, App. C (merger conditions); Bell AtlantidGTE Merger Order, App. D (merger conditions). 
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oral and written exparte presentations in permit-butdisclose proceedings are set forth in section 1.1206(b) of the 
Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R 6 1.1206@). 

Pursuanttosections 1.415and 1.419oftheCommission'sruks,47C.F.Rg$l.415,1.419,in~ 
parties may file comments on the Merger Order Petition on or before October 4,2004, and reply comments on or 
before October 19,2004. All filings must be addressed to the Commission's Sea#ary, Marlene H. Dortch, 
Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, 445 12* Stresf SW, Sui& TW-A325, 
Washington, DC 20554. One (1) courtesy copy must be delivered to Janice M. Myk at thc Federal 
Communications Commission, Wireline Competition Bureau, Competition Policy Division, 445 12& Street, SW, 
Suite 5C140, Washington, DC 20554, or via e-mail, janice.myles@fccmv, - and om (1) copy must be sent to 
Best Copy and Printing, Inc., Portals II, 445 12th street, SW, Room CY-B402, Washin%oa, DC 20554, telephone 
1-800-378-3 160, or via e-mail www.bcDiweb.com. 

paper copies. See Electronic Filing of Documents in Rulemaking proceedings, 63 Fad. w. 24121 (1998). 
Comments filed through the ECFS can be sent as an electronic file via the Intsrnst to ~ J h w v . f c c . g o v / e -  
file/ecfs.html>. Generally, only one copy of an electronic submission must be filed. If multiple docket or 
rulemaking numbers appear in the caption of this proceeding, however, commcntcrs must transmit one electronic 
copy of the comments to each docket or rulemaking number r e f d  in the Caption. In completing the 
transmittal screen, commenters should include their full name, U.S. Postal Service mailing d k ~ ~ ,  and the 
applicable docket or rulemaking number. Parties may also submit an e- 
get filing instructions for e-mail comments, commentem should send an amail to ecfs@fcc.gov, md should 
include the following words in the body of the message, "get form CyOur e-mail -." A sample hrm and 
directions will be sent in reply. 

Comments may be filed using the Commission's Electronic Comment Filing Systam (ECFS) or by filing 

by Intanst amail. TO 

Parties that choose to file by paper must file an original and four copies of each filing. If more than one 
docket or rulemaking number appears in the caption of this proceeding, commentem must submit two additional 
copies for each additional docket or rulemaking number. 

Filings can be sent by hand or messenger delivery, by commercial overnight courier, or by firstclass or 
Overnight U.S. Postal Senice mail (although we continue to experience delays in m i -  U.S. Postal Service 
mail). The Commission's contractor, Natek, Inc., will m i v e  h a n d d e l i v d  or messengwdelivsrad pnper 
filings for the Commission's secretary at 236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE., Suitc 110, Warhingbon, D.C. 2OOO2. 
The filmg hours at this location arc 8:OO a.m. to 7:OO p.m. All hand deliveries must be hekl togetbr with rubber 
bands or fasteners. Any envelopes must be disposed of bdbre entering the building. This facilily is the only 
location where handdelived or messengerdelivered paper filings for the Commission's Secretary will be 
accepted. Commercial overnight mail (other than U.S. Postal Service Express M.il end Priority W) must be 
sent to 9300 East Hampton Drive, Capitol Heights, MD 20743. U.S. Postal !kavkc first-class mail, Express Mail, 
and Priority Mail should be addressed to 445 12th Street, SW, Washington, D.C. 205S4. 

Filings and comments are also available for public inspaction and copying during rcguiU business hours 
at the FCC Reference Information Center, Portals II, 445 12th Street, SW, Room CY-A257, Washington, DC, 
20554. They may also be purchased tiom the Commission's duplicating m, Best Copy and Printing, Inc., 
Portals II, 445 12th Street, SW, Room CY-B402, Washington, DC 20554, telephone 1-800-378-3160. or v i a e  
mail www.bcDiweb.com. 

For further information regarding these proceedings contact Marcus Maher, muclls.mabe&fwov, or 
Russ Hanser, ruwll .hanse~fcc.mw, Competition Policy Division, Wireline Comjwtith B m u ,  (202) 418- 
1580. 
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